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Resurrection of Our Lord / Easter Day
April 20, 2025

“The last enemy to be destroyed is death,” Paul writes. Today Christ is risen, and we gath-
er together with astonishment and joy. Christ is risen, and we have been set free from the
bonds of death. Christ is risen, and we are forgiven. Christ is risen, and with the women
at the tomb and Peter, we are amazed. Let us rejoice: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemp-
tion, and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death.
Make us die every day to sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of the
resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Acts 10:34-43

Peter’s sermon, delivered at the home of Cornelius, a Roman army officer, is a summary
of the essential message of Christianity: Everyone who believes in _Jesus, whose life, death,
and resurrection fulfilled the words of the prophets, receives forgiveness of sins through

his name.

Then Peter began to speak to them:
“I truly understand that God shows
no partiality, **but in every nation any-
one who fears him and does what is
right is acceptable to him. **You know
the message he sent to the people
of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus
Christ—he is Lord of all. ¥ That mes-
sage spread throughout Judea, begin-
ning in Galilee after the baptism that
John announced: **how God anoint-
ed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy
Spirit and with power; how he went
about doing good and healing all
who were oppressed by the devil, for
God was with him. **We are witnesses

to all that he did both in Judea and
in Jerusalem. They put him to death
by hanging him on a tree; *°but God
raised him on the third day and al-
lowed him to appear, * not to all the
people but to us who were chosen by
God as witnesses, and who ate and
drank with him after he rose from the
dead. ¥*He commanded us to preach
to the people and to testify that he
is the one ordained by God as judge
of the living and the dead. *3All the
prophets testify about him that every-
one who believes in him receives for-
giveness of sins through his name.”

or Isaiah 65:17-25 [not printed]

Through the prophet, God promises a new heaven and a new earth. Weeping will pass
away, life will be abundant for God’s people, and the world—including the wild ani-
mals—uwill be at peace.



Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; refrain, Ps. 118:24
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This is the day that the LORD has made; let us re-joice and be glad in it.

Give thanks to the Lorp, for the ! LORD is good;
God’s mercy en- ! dures forever.
2L et Israel | now declare,
“God’s mercy en- | dures forever.”
*The Lorbp is my strength | and my song,
and has become ! my salvation.
5Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents | of the righteous:
“The right hand of the ! LORD acts valiantly!
18 The right hand of the Lorp ! is exalted!
The right hand of the ! LorD acts valiantly!”
17 shall not ! die, but live,
and declare the works ! of the Lorp. R
® The Lorp indeed pun- ! ished me sorely,
_but did not hand me o- ! ver to death.
YOpen for me the ! gates of righteousness;
I will enter them and give thanks ! to the LORD.
20“This is the gate ! of the LORD;
here the righ- | teous may enter.”
1] give thanks to you, for you have ! answered me
and you have become ! my salvation. R
?2The stone that the build- ! ers rejected
has become the chief ! cornerstone.
By the LORD has ! this been done;
it is marvelous ! in our eyes.
?*This is the day that the ! LorD has made;
let us rejoice and be I glad init. R



1 Corinthians 15:19-26

Paul describes the consequences of the resurrection, including the promise of new life in
Christ to a world that has been in bondage to death. He celebrates the destruction of evil

and the establishment of God’s victorious rule over all.

If for this life only we have hoped in
Christ, we are of all people most to be
pitied.

20But in fact Christ has been raised
from the dead, the first fruits of those
who have died. # For since death came
through a human being, the resur-
rection of the dead has also come
through a human being; *for as all
die in Adam, so all will be made alive

in Christ. ?But each in his own order:
Christ the first fruits, then at his
coming those who belong to Christ.
22Then comes the end, when he hands
over the kingdom to God the Father,
after he has destroyed every ruler and
every authority and power. * For he
must reign until he has put all his en-
emies under his feet. 2 The last enemy
to be destroyed is death.

or Acts 10:34-43 [printed on p. 1]
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Luke 24:1-12

Evidently expecting to find Jesus’ corpse, some of the women among his followers go to
the tomb with embalming spices. After a perplexing encounter with the empty tomb and
angelic visitors, the women become the first to proclaim the amazing news of resurrection.

On the first day of the week, at early
dawn, [the women] came to the
tomb, taking the spices that they had
prepared. ? They found the stone
rolled away from the tomb, *but when
they went in, they did not find the
body. *While they were perplexed
about this, suddenly two men in daz-
zling clothes stood beside them. °The
women were terrified and bowed
their faces to the ground, but the
men said to them, “Why do you look
for the living among the dead? He is
not here, but has risen. *Remember
how he told you, while he was still in
Galilee, “that the Son of Man must

be handed over to sinners, and be
crucified, and on the third day rise
again.” ®* Then they remembered
his words, *and returning from the
tomb, they told all this to the eleven
and to all the rest. ' Now it was Mary
Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother
of James, and the other women with
them who told this to the apostles.
"But these words seemed to them
an idle tale, and they did not believe
them. *But Peter got up and ran to
the tomb; stooping and looking in,
he saw the linen cloths by themselves;
then he went home, amazed at what
had happened.

or John 20:1-18 [not printed]

This morning begins with confusion: the stone has been moved and the tomb is empty.
Disciples arrive, then angels, and finally Jesus himself. Out of the confusion, hope
emerges, and a weeping woman becomes the first to confess her faith in the risen Lord.
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The prayers are prepared locally for each
occasion. The following examples may be
adapted or used as appropriate.

Bring new hope among all who are
in need, especially neighbors without
homes or food, and those whose hous-

ing or food supply is at risk. Bring heal-
ing to all who are fearful, ill, or griev-
ing (especially). God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God of resurrection and new life, we
come before you in prayer for the
church, the world, and all who are in
need.

Awaken new life in this place. Open
our hearts to ways you are calling us to
be at work in the world and our com-
munity (communities and neighborhoods
may be named). Give us courage to bold-
ly share your love for all people beyond
our walls. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

A brief silence.

Kindle new life in your church.
Encourage all who seek creative ways
to share the good news of Christ’s res-
urrection. Bless mission developers
and new ministries (local examples may
be named), that their work plant seeds
that flourish. God of grace,

Here other intercessions may be offered.
hear our prayer.

Trusting in the promises of the resur-
rection, we remember with thanksgiv-
ing our beloved dead. Sustain us with a
living hope until we are reunited with
them and all the saints at the heavenly
banquet. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Nourish new life in all of creation.
Shower forests and grasslands, deserts,
and mountains with life-giving rains.
Grant us delight in your glory that
shows forth in all that grows this sea-
son. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

We commend these and all our prayers
to you, O God, trusting that you are
always with us; in the name of Jesus
Christ, our risen Savior.

Amen.

Empower new life among the nations.
As you raised Jesus from the dead,
bring new hope for peace and recon-
ciliation in places of war and strife
(places or situations may be named). Raise
up leaders who are steadfast in their
commitment to justice and transfor-
mation. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Monday (commemoration of Anselm, Bishop of Canterbury, 1109) Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24. Tuesday
Revelation 12:1-12. Wednesday (commemoration of Toyohiko Kagawa, renewer of society, 1960)
2 Samuel 6:1-15. Thursday Psalm 150. Friday (Mark, Evangelist) Mark 1:1-15. Saturday 1 Samuel 17:32-
51. Second Sunday of Easter Acts 5:27-32; Psalm 118:14-29 or Psalm 150; Revelation 1:4-8; John 20:19-31.
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